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Mr.  Chairman  & Members  of  the 

Crediton  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  1965* 

It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  officersto  issue  warnings 
but  the  tine  has  come  when  both  Mr.  Blake  and  I feel  that  the 
health  of  the  people  of  Crediton  is  likely  to  be  jeopardised 
by  the  lack  of  adequate  sewage  treatment  and  the  Council  is  warned 
that  a very  firm  line  of  action  is  now  required. 

This  is  largely  due  to  the  delay  in  the  completion 
of  the  new  works  plus  the  heavy  strain  on  the  present  outfall  by 
virtue  of  the  increased  number  of  houses  completed  in  recent  years. 

As  it  is  still  not  possible  to  attract  an  additional 
public  health  inspector  it  is  only  through  the  good  offices  of  the 
Crediton  Rural  District  Council  that  lOOfj  meat  inspection  is  carried 
out  and  a start  made  on  the  offices  survey.  Mr.  R.F.  Pilley  has  therefore 
been  able  to  give  Mr.  Blake  some  very  valuable  assistance  in  these 
matters. 

As  usual  the  bulk  of  the  report  has  been  compiled  by 
Ur.  Blake  and  has  again  been  produced  by  Mrs.  Gill. 

I am,  Madam  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.F.  SAWERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29127397 


SECTION  A 


1 . STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA* 

Area  (in  acres)  . ..  . ..  . ..  . . . . . . 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  ... 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  196^ 
according  to  the  rate  book  . ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  .0.  ..o  *o« 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 
(a)  Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

44 

29 

73 

Births  illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 


1,096 

4,810 

1,638 

£184,718 

£732 


15-18 

16.09 


one 


(b)  Still  Births. 


There  were  no  still  births  in  1965* 

(c)  Deaths. 

(a)  Death  rate. 

Mai©  Female  Total 

40  27  67 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  13-929 
Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  12.675 

(b)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  Nil 

(c)  Infantile  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  Nil 

(d)  Causes  of  death  as  followss- 


Causes  of  Death  Sex 

All  0-  5-  15- 

...  Ages  

25-  35-  45-  55- 

65- 

75- 

Malignant  Stomach  M 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Lung,  Bronchus.  M 

1 

1 

F 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm, M 

- 

Uterus.  F 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  & M 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Lymphatic  F 

Neoplasms. 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  M 

2 

1 

1 

of  Nervous  System  F 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Coronary  Disease,  M 

13 

1 4 

3 

5 

Angina . F 

4 

2 

2 

two 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All  0- 

Ages 

15-  25- 

35-  45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Leukaemia 

Iff 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

M 

4 

1 

3 

F 

7 

3 

4 

Other  Circulatory  M 

2 

. 

1 

1 

Disease 

F 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

M 

5 

1 

1 

3 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

M 

5 

1 

1 

3 

F 

- 

Other  Diseases  of 

' Iff 

— 

Respiratory 

System 

F 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  & 

M 

1 

1 

ill-Def ined 
Diseases 

F 

3 

1 

2 

All  other 

M 

1 

1 

Accidents 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Total  All  Causes 

II 

40 

1 

1 

10 

9 

19 

F 

27 

1 

3 

10 

13 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES . 
(a)  Nursing  Service. 


A resident  District  Nurse  employed  by  the  Devon 
County  Council  adequately  provides  this  service. 

(b)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

These  are  visited  at  home  by  two  Devon  County  Council 

Health  Visitors. 


three 


(°)  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  District  Nurse  Midwife  working  in  co-operation 
with  the  General  Practitioners  provide  the  basis  for  ante-natal 
care,  confinement  and  post-natal  care.  In  addition  home  helps 
are  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council  in  appropriate  cases. 

In  cases  where  home  conditions  are  unsuitable 
confinement  arrangements  are  made  for  the  mother  to  go  to  Redhills 
Hospital,  Exeter. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Clinics  are  held  at 
llcwcombes  weekly  and  during  1965  attendances  were  as  followss- 

Infants  Toddlers  Children  2-5  Total 

1388  433  561  2382 

Vaccinations,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis 
immunisations  are  available  at  this  Clinic  but  a fuller  use  could 
be  made  of  the  service. 

( d)  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases. 

There  are  no  centres  in  Crediton  for  these  diseases. 
Cases  of  tuberculosis  are  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at 
Ivybank,  Exeter  and  he  then  decides  whether  they  are  nursed  at 
home  or  sent  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 

(e)  Mass  Radiography. 

Sessions  in  Crediton  are  arranged  at  fortnightly 
intervals  and  almost  the  whole  population  has  now  been  screened. 

(f)  Infectious  Diseases. 


These  are  nursed  at  home  and  if  the  Doctor  in 
attendance  considers  they  should  be  transferred  to  hospital  they 
are  removed  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital. 

(g)  Ambulances. 


The  Devon  County  Council  control  the  ambulance 
service  and  at  present  one  ambulance  is  stationed  in  Crediton 
and  run  by  the  Crediton  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross. 
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(h)  Laboratory  Works. 


All  laboratory  examinations  required  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Exeter  or  the  department  of  Pathology  at  the  Royal  Devon 
& Exeter  Hospital. 

(i)  Meals  on  Wheels. 


The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  operated  by 
the  W.V.S.  provided  2386  meals  during  the  year  at  an 
average  of  23  meals  a day  on  two  days  a week.  After 
negotiations  it  was  found  that  the  meals  could  be  provided 
by  the  Devon  County  Council  kitchen  at  New combes  and 
distributed  by  members  of  the  W.V.S.  and  this  proved 
vory  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  C 


4.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES » 

(a)  Sev/erap-  e. 

Untreated  crude  sewage  flowing  along  Pordton 
Leat  and  under  treated  sewage  entering  the  River  Creedy, 
the  sane  dangerous  position  at  the  end  of  1965  as  I reported 
in  1959. 

Six  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Council  decided 
to  prepare  a scheme  and  construct  a new  works  and  pumping 
station,  six  very  dangerous  years  as  far  as  the  Council’s 
Public  Health  Officers  are  concerned. 

It  seems  that  a worried  set  of  officers  can  go 
on  year  after  year  banging  their  heads  against  a wall, 
as  it  doesn't  help  at  all  when  an  infectious  disease 
breaks  out  to  say  ”1  told  you  so". 

However,  the  tine  has  no?/  cone  to  clearly 
issue  a v/arning  to  Councillors,  Ministry  officials  and 
Consulting  Engineers  that  the  amber  light  is  turning  red 
and  with  all  the  best  v/ill  in  the  v/orld  very  little  more 
can  be  done  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  residents  of 
Credit on  if  this  intolerable  position  is  allowed  to  remain. 

No  delay, whether  it  be  by  overworked  Consultants 
or  credit  restricted  Ministry  off icials, can  or  indeed, 
must  be  tolerated  whilst  the  public  health  of  Credit on  is  at 
stake  and  the  Council  is  asked  to  finally  take  a very  firm  stand 
indeed. 

(b)  Water. 


After  the  1st  April,  1965  ‘the  Council’s  v/ater 
undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board. 
Before  the  transfer,  mains  were  extended  onto  all  sites  in 
the  course  of  development  and  very  little  was  therefore  seen 
of  the  Board's  activities  in  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
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Supplies  and  pressures  continue  to  be  adequate 
and  only  one  dwelling  is  without  a piped  supply. 

Details  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  weres- 


Uton  (raw  water) 

Uton  (after  treatment) 
Walson  (raw  water) 
Walson  (after  treatment) 


Total  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


8 8 

15  15 

9 7 

10  10 


2 


42 40 2 


(c)  Public  Conveniences . 


This  is  not  one  of  the  more  progressive  sections 
of  development  as  a satisfactory  site  for  a now  convenience 
has  still  not  been  found. 

As  high  a standard  of  cleanliness  as  is  possible  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  three  existing  conveniences  and  very 
few  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


(d)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Council’s  collection  service  continues  to  be 
satisfactory  even  allowing  for  the  extra  development. 

Tipping  is  still  not  controlled  but  a fair  amount  of 
covering  material  is  available  and  the  tip  never  becomes  a 
nuisance. 

However,  controlled  tipping  with  an  adequate  tracked 
type  machine  and  a collection  vehicle  of  greater  capacity 
are  two  items  which  will  soon  have  to  be  faced  up  to. 
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(e)  Rodent  Control 


Rodent  control  is  now  mainly  carried  out 
on  a complaint  basis  and  not  much  survey  work  is  done. 

Details  for  1965  are;- 


Type  of  Property  No.  of  No.  of  No  of 

Properties  Properties  Treatments. 
Surveyed  Treated. 


Private 

Business 


20  5 5 

9 5 6 


Council 


2 4 9 


(f)  Sanitary  Inspection. 

(i)  Summary  of  Visits. 


Council  properties 

41 

Private  Housing 

98 

Food  Premises 

27 

Offices, etc. 

20 

Other  Premises 

57 

SI aught  erh  ous  e 

132 

(ii)  Notices  Served. 

Housing  Acts. 

Time  & Place  Notices  2 properties. 


Undertaking  given  not 
to  re-let 

Public  Health  Acts 

Formal  (Drainage) 

Inf  ormal 


2 properties 

1 property 
5 properties. 
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( g ) . Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Promises  Act,  1963 » 

The  assistance  of  an  Inspector  of  the 
Crediton  R.3»C.  has  enabled  a start  to  be  made  on 
the  working  of  the  above  Act  and  details  ares- 

Type  No.  Registered  No.  Inspected. 


Offices  19  4 

Retail  Shops  37  4 

Catering  Establishments  4 1_ 

60  9 


Altogether  20  inspections  were  carried  out  to 
these  9 premises  and  showed  the  following  contraventions! 


Cleanliness  1 
Temperature  2 
Ventilation  3 
Lighting  1 
Sanitary 

Conveniences  2 


Washing  Facilities 
Drinking  Water 
Floors  and  Stairs 
First  Aid 


2 

1 

1 

1 


Most  owners  seem  only  too  ready  to  rectify  faults 
found  in  the  premises. 


SECTION  D 


5.  HOUSING 

General  Housing 

During  the  year  a start  was  made  on  the  Bov/den 
Hill  Redevelopment  area  and  six  two— bedroomed  flats  were  completed. 

Details  of  private  houses  completed  in  the  year  ares- 

Two  Bedrooms  19 

Three  Bedrooms  16 

Four  Bedrooms  2 

37 


nine 


With  30  houses  under  construction  on  1st  January,  1965 
and  31  under  construction  on  31st  December,  1966  this  would  seem 
to  be  the  normal  progress  likely  to  be  expected. 

As  there  are  9 private  sites  on  which  houses  are  being 
built  the  tempo  of  completions  is  likely  to  continue  for  some  time. 


Slum  Clearance. 


None  of  the  remaining  houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas 
were  demolished  during  the  year  but  10  other  houses  of  poor  standard 
were  demolished. 

Of  these  10,  6 were  demolished  by  the  Council  for 
redevelopment,  3 by  private  owners  and  1 by  the  Council  in 
default  of  the  owner. 

In  i960  the  Council  estimated  that  there  were  91 
unfit  houses  and  it  was  proposed  to  deal  with  45  of  these  in 
the  first  five  years.  Unfortunately  not  as  much  progress  as 
anticipated  was  made  with  Clearance  Areas  but  houses  were 
dealt  with  during  this  period  as  follows?- 

Demolished  25 

Undertaking  not  to 
re-let  15 

Demolition  Orders  made  Jl 

41 

In  1965  a reappraisal  of  the  position  showed  that 
90  houses wero  still  unfit  for  habitation  and  this  is  due  mainly 
to  the  difficulty  in  accurately  estimating  the  life  of  cob 
walls  in  older  houses. 


With  the  housing  list  of  the  length  it  is  at  present 
the  hopes  of  providing  all  the  alternative  accommodation 
needed  to  demolish  these  unfit  houses  are  not  high  especially 
in  view  of  the  higher  rents  what  now  must  be  charged  for  new 
houses. 
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Housing  List 


The  position  at  the  end  of  1965  wass- 

No.  on  Council’s  Waiting  List 

already  resident  in  the  Urban  District  73 

No.  on  Council’s  Waiting  List 

wanting  to  move  into  the  town  30 

Total  103 

Accommodation  required  by  these  families  iss- 


One  bedroom 

54 

Two  bedroom 

18 

Three  bedroom 

31 

Building  Byelaws. 


The  following  inspections  were  made  to  enforce 
the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws s- 


Foundations  52 
Oversite  concrete  31 
Damp  proof  course  29 
Drains  52 
Routine  24 
Completion  70 


Inpr 0 v enent  Grants. 

No  applications  were  received  for  Discretionary 
Grants  but  details  of  Standard  Grants  are  as  followss- 


No.  of  applications  received  11 

No.  of  applications  approved  7 

No.  of  applications  refused  Nil 

No.  of  improvements  completed  9 


eleven 


Amenities  provided 


Amount  paid  in  Grants 


Baths  8 

Basins  8 

Hot  water 
supply  9 

V/  .Co's  8 

Food  stores  9 


£1,049.  0.  0. 


Caravan  Sites. 


Caravans  are  not  a worry  in  the  Urban  area  and 
the  one  small  site  for  three  residential  caravans  is  kept  in 
a satisfactory  state. 

Whether  with  the  increased  use  of  touring  caravans 
and  dormobiles  a summer  site  should  be  provided  on  the  fringe  of 
the  town  and  so  help  the  neighbouring  rural  areas  in  their  fight 
to  clean  up  lay-bys,  is  a natter  the  Council  may  consider. 


Rent  Act,  1957* 


the  year. 


Ho  applications  were  received  under  this  Act  during 


SECTION  E 


6.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


During  the  year  the  following  food  was  voluntarily 

surrendered? - 


Canned  Meats 
Canned  Fruit  and 
Vegetables 
Frozen  Foods 


3 tins 

19  tins 
405  pktsc 


71b.8ozs. 

211b. 4ozs. 
Icwt.  651b. 3 ozs. 


Almost  the  whole  of  the  frozen  food  was  surrendered 
after  the  failure  of  a refrigerator. 
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Ice  Cream. 


Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  during  the 
year  were  graded  as  follows 

Grade  1 8 

I 

Grade  2 2 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

27  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  during 
the  year  and  the  standard  required  is  being  maintained. 


Slaughter  of  Animals. 


lOO^o  meat  inspection  required  132  visits  to 
be  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  and  the  following  carcases 
were  inspected; - 


1965 

1964 

1963 

Cattle 

295 

317 

309 

Calves 

19 

19 

20 

Sheep  & Lambs 

987 

1062 

907 

Pigs 

749 

741 

709 

The  following  carcases  and  offal  were  condemned; - 


Cattle 

43  part  livers 

268  lbs. 

1 part  udder 

5 lbs. 

2 hearts,  lungs  & livers 

46  lbs. 

1 head 

24  lbs. 

Sheep 

35  livers 

50  lbs. 

1 pluck 

3 lbs. 

1 flank 

3 lbs. 

1 shoulder 

6 lbs. 

1 part  leg 

3 lbs. 

thirteen 


Pigs  35  heads  427  lbs. 

3 livers  5 lbs. 
2 hearts  1 lbs. 
2 part  legs  5 lbs. 
14  lungs  17  lbs. 


The  throughput  of  poultry  at  Station  Yard  where 
no  inspection  at  all  is  possible  at  present  is  a natter  which  will 
have  to  be  considered  if  it  is  possible  to  find  another  public 
health  inspector. 


SECTION  F 


7.  FACTORIES. 

One  new  factory  was  added  to  the  list  in  1965  making  a 
total  of  50.  26  inspections  we re  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Two  outworkers  were  notified  by  other  authorities,  one 
engaged  in  knitting. 
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SECTION  G 


8.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES » 


Notified  Infectious  Diseases. 


notif ieds- 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 


Male 

Female 

Measles 

9 

15 

Tuberculosis 

Glands  of  Neck 

- 

1 

Lungs 

1 

3 

fifteen 


Appendix  1 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

In  Whole  or  in  Part . 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

295 

Nil 

19 

987 

749 

Nil 

Number  Inspected 

295 

Nil 

19 

987 

749 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

46 

Nil 

Nil 

39 

21 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

15*59 

Nil 

Nil 

3*95 

2.80 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4*67 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  v/as  condemned. 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
ireatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

reneralised  and 
•otally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

. 


